GIFT LETTERS FROM SPONSORS

Gifts to The Regents are normally accompanied by a letter or deed of gift from the donor that specifies the use to which the gift is to be put.  Under California law, gifts of community property require the consent of both spouses.  A non-consenting spouse can revoke his or her community interest in such a gift.  It is therefore in the best interests of The Regents to secure the signatures of both spouses for all significant gifts.

Ideally, a letter of gift should include the following points for ease in administering the fund:

· Clearly state the donor’s intention to make a gift;

· Include a brief description of the gift (e.g., cash, shares of stock);

· Declare that the gift is irrevocable (under California law, a gift is considered revocable unless the donor specifies that it is irrevocable);

· Identify the Laboratory as the entity for which the gift is intended;

Following are texts for several sample letters that have been approved by UC General Counsel.

Unrestricted Gift


“I/We enclose my/our check for $______________ payable to The Regents


of the University of California.  This is an irrevocable gift and shall be used


at the Berkeley Lab to further the goals of the University as The Regents in


their discretion deem appropriate.”

Restricted Purpose Gift


“I/We enclose my/our check for $_____________ payable to The Regents


of the University of California.  This is an irrevocable gift, and shall be used for

the cancer research of Dr. XX (specify research area and Principal investigator’s name)   at the Berkeley Lab.”
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